1.Patrick Aebischer, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (CH), neuroscientist

Patrick Aebischer M.D. Ph.D. (born 1954 in Fribourg, Switzerland) is the president of the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne since 2000. He is also a professor in neurosciences and head of the Neurodegenerative Disease Laboratory of the EPFL
2.Partha Dasgupta, University of Cambridge, Cambridge (UK), economist
Sir Partha S Dasgupta, FRS FBA NAS (born November 17, 1942), is the Frank Ramsey Professor Emeritus of Economics at the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom; Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge. He was born in Dhaka, Bangladesh, then in India, and is the son of the noted economist A.K. Dasgupta.

3.David Freedberg, Columbia University, New York (US), art historian
David Freedberg is Pierre Matisse Professor of the History of Art and Director of the Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America at Columbia University, USA. He taught at the Courtauld Institute of Art of London before moving to Columbia in 1984. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, the Accademia Nazionale di Agricultura and the Istituto Veneto per le Scienze, Lettere e Arti.


4.Carlo Ginzburg, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa (IT), historian
The son of Natalia Ginzburg and Leone Ginzburg, he was born in 1939 in Turin, Italy. He received a PhD in History from the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa in 1961. He has subsequently held teaching positions at the University of Bologna and at the University of California, Los Angeles (1988–2006); currently he teaches at the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa. 

5.Serghei Karpov, Moscow Lomonossow-University (RU), historian
Sergey Pavlovich Karpov (Сергей Павлович Карпов; born 1948) is a leading Russian Byzantinist who specializes in the Empire of Trebizond and the history of Gazaria. He was was elected into the Russian Academy of Sciences in 2003. Karpov has been Dean of the Department of History of the Moscow State University since 1995.

6.Donna Leon, Venice (IT), writer
Donna Leon (born in 1942, in Montclair, New Jersey) is the American author of a series of crime novels set in Venice and featuring the fictional hero Commissario Guido Brunetti. Leon has lived in Venice for over 25 years. 


7.Simon Levin, Princeton University (US), ecologist

Simon A Levin NAS (born April 22, 1941) is an American ecologist. He is the George M Moffett Professor of Biology in the Department of Ecology and Evolution at Princeton University. He is also the Director of the Princeton Center for BioComplexity. Levin was the former Chair of the Board of the Beijer Institute of Ecological Economics, President of the Ecological Society of America, and President of the Society for Mathematical Biology. Among his many recognitions he is the 2010 Kyoto Prize and a member of the US National Academy of Sciences.

8. Thierry Lombard, Lombard Odier & Cie, Geneve (CH), banker
Thierry Lombard is a managing Partner of Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch & Cie. A graduate in economics from the University of Geneva, Thierry Lombard joined Lombard Odier & Cie in 1972 and became a Managing Partner in 1982. After assuming many important responsibilities within the Group, he was Senior Partner from 1995 to 2008.Today he is involved in developing the thematic investment strategy as well as new skills and products within Lombard Odier Investment Managers. Furthermore, he manages the strategic relationship between Lombard Odier and Generation Investment Management, created by David Blood and Al Gore. Representing the sixth generation at the head of the bank, Thierry Lombard is a strong supporter of family businesses. He sits on the Board of the Swiss Federal Institutes of Science & Technology. Moreover, he is active in several medical and humanitarian foundations. In particular, he chairs the Foundation for the International Committee of the Red Cross.

9.Giovanni Marchesini, Università di Padova (IT), system theorist
Giovanni Marchesini (born in Venice in 1942) is Emeritus Professor of Systems Theory at the University of Padua, Italy.  Rector of the University of Padua from 1996 to 2002. Presidential Gold medal of the Republic for major contributions to science and culture, among his other recognitions he is a member of the Galilean Academy and of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti in Venice.  He has also been the President of the Musical Conservatory “Cesare Pollini” in Padua.   


10.Sanjoy Mitter, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge (US), control theorist
Sanjoy Kumar Mitter NAE is a Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at MIT and a noted control theorist. He has received both the Richard E. Bellman Control Heritage Award from the American Automatic Control Council (2007) and the IEEE Control Systems Award (in 2000). In 1988 he was elected a member of the National Academy of Engineering for outstanding contributions to the theory and applications of automatic control and nonlinear filtering. 

11.Helga Nowotny, European Research Council, Bruxelles (BE), science and technology studies
Helga Nowotny is President and founding member of the European Research Council, established by the European Commission in 2007 to fund investigator-driven frontier research by supporting and encouraging the best scientists, scholars and engineers to go beyond established frontiers of knowledge and the boundaries of disciplines. Her teaching career has included among other, positions at the Institute of Advanced Study in Vienna, King’s College, Cambridge, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris and the University of Vienna. Helga Nowotny is Professor Emerita of ETH Zurich. She is a Foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, a long standing member the Academia Europaea and the recipient of several prizes and awards like the J.D. Bernal Prize, for her life-long achievements in the social studies of science.

12.Anna Ottani Cavina, Università di Bologna (IT), art historian
Anna Ottani Cavina is Professor of History of Modern Art at Bologna University and at Johns Hopkins University (Bologna Center). She has been visiting professor in Yale, Brown and John Hopkins University. She cooperate with the National Gallery of Washington, the Getty Center of Los Angeles, the Metropolitan Museum of New York. In 1996 she awarded  "Chevalier dans l'ordre des Arts et des Lettres" from the Académie de France of Paris.

13.Gherardo Ortalli, Università Ca' Foscari, Venezia (IT), historian
Gherardo Ortalli is Professor of Medieval History at Venice University (Ca’ Foscari).  He has been Directeur d'Études Associé at the Maison des Sciences de l'Homme and at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales of Paris. Among his recognitions, he is a member of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze Lettere ed Arti and a foreign memebr of the Croatian Academy of Sciences, of the Société Européenne de Culture, of the "Italien-Gesellschaft" of Bonn University.  

14.Orhan Pamuk, Istanbul (TR), writer
Ferit Orhan Pamuk (generally known simply as Orhan Pamuk; born on 7 June 1952) is a Turkish novelist, screenwriter, academic and recipient of the 2006 Nobel Prize in Literature. Born in Istanbul, Pamuk is Robert Yik-Fong Tam Professor in the Humanities at Columbia University, where he teaches comparative literature and writing. His novels include The White Castle, The Black Book, The New Life, My Name Is Red and Snow.
As well as the Nobel Prize in Literature (the first Nobel Prize to be awarded to a Turkish citizen), Pamuk is the recipient of numerous other literary awards. My Name Is Red won the 2002 Prix du Meilleur Livre Étranger, 2002 Premio Grinzane Cavour and 2003 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award.

15. Andrea Rinaldo, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (CH), hydrologist
Andrea Rinaldo RSAE NAE NAS (born in Venice in1954) is Professor of Hydrology and Water Resources and Director of the Institute of Environmental Engineering of the Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland, and Professor in the University of Padua, Italy. Among his recognitions he is a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, the US National Academy of Engineering and the US National Academy of Sciences.


16.Ignacio Rodrìguez-Iturbe, Princeton University (US), hydrologist
Ignacio Rodriguez-Iturbe PAS NAE NAS (born 1942 in Maracaibo, Venezuela) is the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Princeton University (US).  Recipient of the 2002 Stockholm Water Prize, among his recognitions he is a member of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, the US National Academy of Engineering and the US National Academy of Sciences. 

17.Pierre Rosenberg, Académie francaise, Paris (FR), art historian
Pierre Max Rosenberg (born 13 April 1936) is a French art historian and essayist. Born in Paris, he graduated at the École du Louvre. He joined the Musée du Louvre in 1962 as an assistant, then became curator and later director of the museum. Rosenberg was elected to the Académie française on 7 December 1995.


18.Bernd Roeck, Universität Zürich (CH), historian
Bernd Roeck (born in 1953 in Augsburg) is a German Historian. Since 2009 he is Dekan der Philosophischen Fakultät of Zürich University .
He has been Director of the Deutschen Studienzentrums in Veenice (1986-1990).


19.Salvatore Settis, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa (IT), archaeologist and art historian

Salvatore Settis, archaeologist and art historian, has been director of the Getty Research Institute (Los Angeles, Ca.) and of the Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa, and one of the founding members of the European Research Council (Brussels). He currently chairs the Scientific Council of the Musée du Louvre, Paris. He is a member of the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (Rome), of the American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia, Pa.), of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (Cambridge, Mass.), of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres (Paris), of the Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften (Berlin), of the Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften (Munich), and of the Académie Royale de Belgique (Brussels).
20. Bill Viola, New York (US), artist
Bill Viola (born January 25, 1951) is a contemporary video artist. He is considered a leading figure in the generation of artists whose artistic expression depends upon electronic, sound, and image technology in New Media.His works focus on the ideas behind fundamental human experiences such as birth, death and aspects of consciousness.

21.Wolfgang Wolters, Technische Universität Berlin (DE), art historian

Born in 1936 in Frankfurt/Main, Wolters has been Professor of History of Art at the Technische Universität of Berlin. He has been the firs Director of the German Center for Venetian Studies (Centro tedesco di studi veneziani) in 1971. Among his recognitios he is a foreign member of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere e Arti, a member of the scientific committee of the Centro Internazionale di Studi di Architettura Andrea Palladio and of the Beirat of the Biblioteca Hertziana at Rome. (Max Planck Institut). Mitbegründer der "Zeitschrift für Kunsttechnologie und Konservierung". He has beeb vice president and program director of Save Venice association (New York). 

